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White House Conference
on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health
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Equity Accomplishments
• Reducing barriers to USDA programs

• Partnering with trusted technical assistance providers

• Directing USDA programs to those who need them the most 

• Expanding equitable access to USDA nutrition assistance programs 

• Advancing equity in Federal procurement   

• Updating Federal trust and treaty responsibilities to Indian Tribes

• Committing unwaveringly to civil rights 

• Operating with transparency and accountability 



Nutrition security:
Consistent and equitable access to healthy,
safe, and affordable foods essential to
optimal health and well-being



Dismantling 
structural 
inequities
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About NJEDA

• The New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA) serves as the State’s 

principal agency for driving economic growth. 

The NJEDA is committed to making New Jersey a national model for inclusive and sustainable economic 

development by focusing on key strategies to help build strong and dynamic communities, create good 

jobs for New Jersey residents, and provide pathways to a stronger and fairer economy. Through 

partnerships with a diverse range of stakeholders, the NJEDA creates and implements initiatives to 

enhance the economic vitality and quality of life in the State and strengthen New Jersey’s long-term 

economic competitiveness.

HELPING TO BUILD A 
STRONGER AND FAIRER 
NEW JERSEY ECONOMY



Governor Phil Murphy has equipped NJEDA with more 
than $300 million to strengthen food security in NJ

Sustain & Serve NJ
 

$57.5M grant program 
for nonprofits to 

purchase meals from 
restaurants and 

distribute those meals at 
no cost in their 

community.

Food Security 

Planning Grant
 

$1.5M grant program 
for municipalities to 
plan for leveraging a 
distressed asset in a 

Food Desert 
Community (FDC) to 
improve food access 

and security.  

Food Desert Relief Act
 

$240M in tax credits, 
grants, loans, and 

technical assistance to 
increase food access 

and develop new 
approaches to alleviate 

food deserts.

Food Retail Innovation 

in Delivery Grant 
 

$2.5M grant program 

to assist New Jersey 

food retailers to 

purchase refrigerated 

lockers to expand 

access to grocery 

delivery within FDCs. 

CSIT Food & 

Agriculture R&D Grant

$75,000 grants for 
early-stage start-ups 

focused on developing 
new innovations and 

solutions that address 
food insecurity.

 



Facilitate development, construction, and sustainable operations of  new supermarkets and 

grocery stores

Strengthen existing community assets by equipping them with the necessary equipment 

and infrastructure to provide healthier food options

Help food retailers respond to the shift to e-commerce, including for the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 

for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

Identify and foster innovative solutions to alleviate food insecurity

THE FOOD DESERT RELIEF ACT
The Food Desert Relief  Act is part of  the New Jersey Economic Recovery Act of  2020 (ERA), a package of  tax incentive, 

financing, and grant programs Governor Murphy signed into law in January 2021 to address the ongoing economic impacts of  the 

COVID-19 pandemic and build a stronger, fairer New Jersey economy.
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Support the Food Bill Of Right Now

Tell President Biden: Support a Food Bill of Rights!

If the right to bear arms drives our gun policies and national security, what rights drive our food and nutrition security in America?

September 28th in Washington, D.C., marks the 2nd-ever White House Conference on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health since the Nixon Administration that ushered in our food system to discuss a national strategy to address food and nutrition security in America.

Show your support, sign on, and share: http://iamwanda.org/foodbillofrights

#investinwomen #investinnutrition  #nutritionsecurity #foodpolicy #foodsystems #healthpolicy #SDoH #IamWANDA #foodshero #nutrition #foodjustice #nutritionequity #foodbillofrights

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgNqv1utFTA
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New Jersey’s 50 Food Desert Communities

The interactive map of Food Desert Communities can be found at  https://www.njeda.gov/food-desert-relief-tax-credit-auction/ 

• The FDRA directed EDA to work with the Departments of Community Affairs and 

Agriculture to designate up to 50 areas of the state as Food Desert Communities

• Designations were informed by a combination of rigorous, data-driven analysis and 

community input

• More than 1.5 million NJ residents live in a Food Desert Community (FDC) 

• All 21 counties have at least one FDC

• FDC designations include 57 municipalities

• In most cases, just portions of a municipality are included in FDC designation, not 

the whole municipality

• 6 municipalities (Camden, Jersey City, Lakewood, Newark, Paterson, Trenton) are sub-

divided due to the size of the population residing in an FDC 

• Population size of  each FDC ranges from 1,135 to 69,264
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What is a Food Desert Community?

Based on literature reviews and community input, NJDCA performed a factor analysis to identify 

the variables that together best signal the presence of  a Food Desert Community. 

Food Retail 
Environment

• 2021 Limited 
Supermarket Area 
(NJDCA analysis)

• 2021 Low Access 
Score (NJDCA 
analysis)

• Food Swamp –
unhealthy food 
access area (NJDCA 
analysis)

• CDC Modified Retail 
Food Environment 
Index

Demographics

• Single mother head 
% of households

• % non-Hispanic 
white

• % African-American

• % Hispanic

• % of adults with a 
HS diploma

Economic 
Factors

• Unemployment 
rate (block group)

• Poverty rate

• Per capita income

• % of households 
receiving public 
assistance

• % of households 
receiving SNAP 
benefits

• WIC participation 
rate

Health 
Factors

• % of pop. that is 
obese (Health Dept. 
area)

• % of adults rating 
health as poor or 
fair

Community 
Factors

• % of households 
with internet access

• % of housing non-
seasonally vacant

• % of households 
that are housing 
cost burdened

• % of households 
with no vehicle

• DCA Walkability 
Score

• Municipal violent 
crime rate, 2016-18



What is the Food Retail Innovation in 
Delivery Grant (FRIDG)? 

►Subsidizing the cost of  self-contained, temperature-

controlled lockers for food retailers to place within 

designated Food Desert Communities (FDCs), up to 

$250,000

► Intended to increase deliveries into FDCs where 

residents may not have easy access to a grocery store

►Targeted toward retailers that already are certified to 

accept SNAP benefits online to allow for low-income 

SNAP beneficiaries in FDCs to place online orders to 

the locker units

►Program will serve as a time-limited pilot to help 

inform future programming under the Food Desert 

Relief  Act 
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Sustain and Serve NJ (SSNJ) gives money to nonprofit organizations to buy meals from NJ-based 
restaurants and distribute those meals for free to community members

Money can be used to support the direct cost of meals and operating costs for the nonprofit

Grantees have ranged from new grassroots efforts that sprang up in direct response to COVID to 
large, established organizations

Phases 1 and 2 of the program awarded nearly $34 million to organizations throughout the state

Phase 3 of the program awarded over $22 million in grant to organizations throughout the state

SUSTAIN & SERVE NJ



• Poverty 

• US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  Modified Retail 

Food Environment Index

• US Department of Agriculture Low Access Score

• Supermarket access

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) enrollment

• Vehicle access

• 2020 NJ DCA Municipal Revitalization Index Score

• Unemployment rate

• Obesity rate

• Access to unhealthy food retailers

•  Income relative to cost of living

• Municipal Violent Crime Rate

• Households with internet access

• Access to public transportation

• Education levels

• Health indicators

• Income and employment

• Special Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program for 

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) enrollment

• Public assistance enrollment

• Housing quality 

• Race and ethnicity

• Single mother headed of households

• Urbanicity and geography

• Walkability

• Students with free or reduced-price lunch

• Residents under age 18

Determining Food Desert Community Criteria
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The MyPlate National Strategic Partnership

is a public-private collaboration, bringing 

stakeholders across many sectors together to 

promote the MyPlate symbol and messaging

to consumers.
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