SAFE FOOD COALITION

1620 | Street, NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 200069292010

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorabl€harles Schumer
Speaker Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate

The Capitol The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy The Honorabléitch McConnell
Minority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate

The Capitol The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

April 8, 2021

Re: Foodborne lliness Risk fromMeat and Poultry Inspection Deregulation

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leaslehumer Minority Leader McCarthy and Minority Leader
McConnell

The undersignediembers of the Safe Food Coalition write to urge you to vote against legislation
that would lift prohibitions on the interstate sale of meat and fouttrystate inspected facilitiés.
particular, we write to call your attentiokl 8. 7425, thBired Interstate Retail Exemption for Certain
Transactions Act of 2024dnd its consequences for food safety.

H.R. 742%ouldamendhe Federal Meat Inspection Aidt,U.S.C. 66&and the Poultry Products
Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 4&tallowestablishmeat and retail ers to o0sel/l
carrier i n -icrogpmea tceed md att eand poul try, so | ong
household consumeard in normal retail quantitiééJnder the Act, consumers could potentaaltyup
buying staténspected meat and poultry on sites like Amaaonwithout even knowing it

As we have expressed in previous letters opposing legislation to deregulate federal meat inspectic
allowing interstate sales of meat and poultry fromissgiected plants wiouexpose consumers to
i ncreased foodborne illness risk. State meat a
federal inspection, with tlp@ssibleexception okightstates from which USDA already allows state
inspected processors to sgposs state lines through the Cooperative Interstate Shipment (CIS) program.
H.R. 7425nould force state governmentsatwepthe sale of meat and poultry products inspected by
state programaith variable levels of food safety oversidtase potentianpacts of H.R. 742tave not
been subject to sufficient scrutiny, with proposed changes never havihg bebject of hearings in
either house of Congress.

! https://www.congress.gov/bill/116thcongress/housdill/ 7425/text?r=66&s=1



Before moving to deregulate sales of-stapected meat processors, Congress should also
exanne whether such legislatiwould create unfair competition $mnall and very smphocessors, who
have invested in meeting federal inspection require®ents face, H.R. 742&ould undermine recent
federainvestments ifacilitating USDA inspection simall and very small establishmd8riisse include
$60 million provided in the Consolidated Appro
eéand other such planning actti voift iienssgnedicahdisegnadr yf c
smallmeat and poultry processband anothe$100 milliorprovidedin the American Rescue Planiro
part,offsetthe cost of Federal inspector overtime for small and veryestablishmentss they work
through pocessing backlogs.

The proponents dfl.R. 7425uggesthatpassing the lawill help toavoidthe type ofhortage
in meatprocessing capacity that resulted from the closure of dozens oektgckingstablishments
during the height of tHeéOVID-19pandemicHoweverthe capacity of stailespected slaughter facilities
is negligible compared to the massive federallgtewpacilities thatvereclosedduring the pandemic.
Moreoverthe sponsors of bills like H.R. 7425 have failed to explain whgsgtatded establishments
need an exemption from federal inspection requirements when so many other facilities heveobeen ab
meet them. Indeedederal inspectors currently work in literally thousands of small and very small
meatpacking establishments acrossoinetry’

Expansion of stat@spected slaughter should not come at the expense of consumer safety. Should
states wish taccommodatthe interstateshipmenbf stateinspected meat and poultityere is already a
means to do so s@fehe AS program Thatprogranrequirestats andparticipatingestablishments
undergo additional certificatipmghichensure that they can meet all federal requirements for shipping
productsacross state linescludingthe determimationthatthe state has adequéggal authority over
establishmente enforce regulatiommdproperstaffing Efforts tofurther expand interstate shipmaint
stateinspected meat and poultry products are apgsbpriatelghanneled towards improvitig CIS
program

We respectfully urge you to consider these issues, and to maintairreheeregbat meat and
poultry shipped in interstate commerce must be
poultry entering into commerce be subject to reasonable inspection requirements to protect consumers.

Sincerely,

Center for Food Sdfe

Center for Science in the Public Interest

Center for Foodborne lliness Research and Prevention
Consumer Reports

Consumer Federation of America

Food and Water Watch

Stop Foodborne lliness

National Consumers League

2Pub.L. 116260, Section 764(apvailable at https://www.congress.gov/bill/116thcongress/housill/133/text

3 Seehttps://agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2110

4SeeF S | Mgat, Pbultry and Egg Product Inspection Directoliytps:/fsis-
prod.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/establishments/megabultry-and-eggproductinspectiondirectory (last visited March

22, 2021) (listing 5,265 “small” and “very small”™ meatp
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